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even if they do not lose themselves in swamps and shallow lagoons
near the sea. It is just the same with large streams such as
the Rio Doce, the Parahyba and the Jequitinhonha, as with the
smaller ones. Thus the only alternative is the building of railways
into the mountain country in the interior from the ports serving
the populous centres along the coast. The routes available are
nowhere easy, and in the south are peculiarly difficult because
of the double mountain wall, one before and the other after
crossing the Parahyba Valley.

The railway systems from the coastal ports as far as the
ftabira iron-ore district have already been incidentally described
in the account of the mineral deposits, and the extension of
the Central to Pirapora has also been mentioned above. At
Bello Horizonte this State Railway changes from the broad gauge
(5 feet 6 inches) to the metre gauge. From Sitio, near Barbacena,
on the same line, the Western Minas narrow gauge railway
branches off first north-west, then north to a point on the upper
Sao Francisco beyond Paraopeba. The Leopoldina system, all on
the metre gauge, includes, in addition to the northern extension
in the direction of Itabira do Matto Dentro from Entre Rios on
the Central, a main line from Rio to Victoria and various sub-
sidiary ones in Eastern Minas Geraes.

Towards the northern part of the uplands of the region, lines
have been constructed from Caravellas to Theophil Ottoni
(Philadelphia), and from S. Felix due west more than half-way
towards the Sao Francisco. Neither of these railways can be
regarded, however, as serving the plateau region proper as yet.

The region described in this chapter, and embracing an area
of more than 300,000 square miles, contains altogether less than
10,000,000 inhabitants. Though it is more densely populated than
many other parts of South America, it is thinly populated in
proportion to its resources. It comprises a variety of climates
and great natural wealth, but only one corner of it is developed
to any extent. Most of it remains very much as it was when
Europeans first saw it, and, until cheaper and more extensive
means of transport are devised, will remain so.